
2015 RELIEVER AIRPORT MANAGER OF THE YEAR AWARD 

The winner of this year’s reliever airport manager of the year award is 
being recognized for their organizational and personable skills which 
have allowed them to achieve great success during their tenure. 

Our winner got his love of flying and aviation from his uncle. His first 
aviation job was for an FBO where he was hired to clean corporate 
aircraft. He took the job just so he could be around the smell of avgas. 
He was playing in a band at the same time - his primary means of 
making a living.  He would play until 2:00 am, get a few hours’ sleep and 
be out on the airfield by 5:00 am every morning.  

He met his wife while playing in the band - she was a singer in another 
band.  He and his wife played and sang duets professionally together 
for years to help provide the finer things for their kids.   

The company he was working for gave him the opportunity to move to 
Denver, CO, where he received his bachelor’s degree in airport 
management at Metropolitan State University. 

After finishing his degree, he spent time as an apprentice at a small GA 
airport and then became director of aviation at several airports 
throughout the country.   

In 2005, our winner and his wife followed their children to Texas even 
though neither of them had a job.  When an airport manager position 
opened nearby, he applied and was offered the job, where he has been 
airport director since 2007. 

Among his notable accomplishments include: 



• Overseeing construction of a $2.4 million customs facility which 
will enable international flights to fly directly to the airport, 

• In January 2014, a new state-of-the-art fixed-based operation 
(FBO) opened a corporate and general aviation facility located at 
the south corner of the airport, 

• Oversaw the completion of a runway extension to 7,500 feet and 
new taxiway, 

• Increased fuel sales from 673,500 gallons in 2009 to 1.2 million 
gallons in 2013, and 

• Increased hangar space to 773,000 sq. ft. in 2013 from 174,000 
sq. ft.  in 1996. 

Additionally, his airport creates more than 360 jobs on-site and 21,000 
visitors annually, and it is estimated that the airport contributes $33 
million to the local economy. 

 Our winner is very active in the aviation community.  He is a member 
of the American Association of Airport Executives (AAAE) and has 
earned the designation Accredited Airport Executive AAE.  He served as 
a board member for the AAAE South Central Chapter as well as the 
National Airports Council.  He is also a member of the National Business 
Aviation Association (NBAA).   

Please join me in congratulating SCOTT SMITH, AIRPORT MANAGER of 
LONE STAR EXECUTIVE AIRPORT, as our 2015 Reliever Airport Manager 
of the Year.  

 


